Fluorescent and cytotoxic analogs of corticotropin-releasing factor: probes for studying target cells in heterogeneous populations.
The procedures briefly outlined above described the syntheses of two conjugates of CRF. In each case a molecule with a specific biochemical or physical property was conjugated to an analog of CRF to enable association of the particular property with only CRF-target cells. Thus, by conjugating gelonin or fluorescein to CRF it becomes possible to selectively impair the cellular function of, or fluorescently label, CRF-target cells among mixed populations. These methodologies are still in the early stages of development, and it can be expected that they will become more refined and improved as workers with specialized experience (in synthetic methods, microscopy, cell culture, etc.) continue this work.